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Introduction  

The Lincoln Zero Waste Challenge is a project of the Lincoln Envirotown Trust and the 2010 Challenge is the fourth 

one since 2006 when the first one occurred.  Since 2006 the other challenges have been carried out in 2007, 2008 and 

now in 2010.  This report describes the Lincoln Zero Waste Challenge 2010: its development, the results, the 

challenges and potential for the future. 

The LET Zero Waste Committee - Ralph Scott , Peter Jarvis, Sandra Haydon, Olivia Day and Farhad Dastgheib, and 

Suzanne Blyth the Project Coordinator were responsible for the administration of the Challenge.   

 

In 2010 the winner of the Challenge was Perthshire Crescent, previous winners of the Challenge were, Glebe Close 

(2006), Glebe Close & Roblyn Place co-winners (2007) and The Crescent at Lincoln University (2008).  
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The goals: outcomes and outputs  

Outcomes (Reasons for project) 

From previous work that the Lincoln Envirotown (LET) has done, waste reduction was identified as a priority for the 

Lincoln Community.  The desired outcomes for the 2010 LET Waste Challenge were developed from discussions with 

the LET Zero Waste Committee
 
 and Sue Jarvis (as Chair of LET). They were to: 

 Promote zero waste/awareness of recycling; 

 Generate feedback the  Selwyn District Council about what‟s happening in the Lincoln Community; 

 Raise awareness of LET, promote LET and measure impact of LET in the Lincoln community; 

 Goal changing behaviour; and  

 Improve neighbourhood cohesion. 

Outputs  

To produce the above outcomes the LET Zero Waste street challenge occurred over nine days: Saturday 30October to 

Sunday 7November.  During this week, the households of Lincoln were challenged to show that their awareness and 

practice of waste reduction and tested for their knowledge of LET.  It was hoped that through this that LET would see 

modified behaviors resulting in more waste reduction in the community.  Previous years challenges (2006, 2007, and 

2008) were used as a benchmark to compare behaviors and understandings. 

The challenge was executed by the administration of a short survey questionnaire
1 
to participating street households.  

The administration of the survey was by volunteers from the streets themselves. Initially the goal was the participation 

of 150- 200 households, or at least 17 streets, which were the numbers achieved for the previous challenge in 2008. 

This goal was not achieved in 2010, 99 households from 11 streets participated this year and questionnaires were 

collected by nine Lincoln Zero Waste Ambassadors. 

The winning street was acknowledged with a special afternoon tea for the street in December 2010 and a street sign/ 

plaque acknowledging their win.   

                                                           
1
  The full questionnaire can be viewed in Appendix 1 The Lincoln Zero Waste Challenge 2010 Questionnaire. 
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The Process 

Planning for the Challenge started with the employment of a project coordinator in September.  The project included 

creation of background material, promotion, sourcing sponsorship and funding, the updating of the questionnaire, the 

recruitment of volunteers, and the supervision of the administration of the survey, the evaluation of the results, and 

finally the announcement of results and the celebration of the winning street.  The following is a discussion of the 

tasks in more detail.  

Background material 

The Waste section of the LET website was updated, and modified to reflect recycling and waste reduction issues in 

2010.  This included LET‟s waste reduction mission along with practical information on recycling and waste 

reduction.  Gaps in the Lincoln Community‟s knowledge and understandings  about waste and recycling that were 

identified in previous Zero Waste Challenges (especially 2008 and 2006) was used to inform the content of this 

section.  Gauging the impact this new section had is difficult. AS it is not possible to assess detailed data for the use of 

the website, more general details reveal that 226 people visited the website in October 2010 and the resources section 

received 49 page views (equates to 5.69% of all page views), how much of this was to the waste section is difficult to 

predict.  However, this provides a useful baseline for the future.  The material on the website also formed the basis of 

an information sheet
2
. 

Promotion 

Keeping in mind the guidelines from the Selwyn District Council Even Toolkit (TLG, 2005) that suggest a range of 

options and identifies that to reach the target audience word of mouth and posters are suitable strategies for this type of 

project, LET used a varied promotional strategy. This included: 

A Poster
3
: was placed in a number of locations around the township; the poster was emailed as an attachment to the 

staff at Lincoln University and the Crown Research Institutes.  At short notice, CRT (Keven Zygmant) printed A3 

copies of the poster and placed them around the township in prominent places. 

A small advert: placed in the Council Call for the four weeks before the event and an entry put in the Selwyn District 

Council‟s „What‟s on‟ section of their website, as well as a section in the LET newsletter and the LET website front 

page. 

There was also a small display at the Library and at the LET caravan where people were able to leave their name if 

they were interested in being a volunteer.  There was also a LET display focusing on the Challenge at the Kidsfirst 

evening in October.   

While these actions generated interest and awareness in the project, it proved difficult to get people to volunteer to be 

a Zero Waste Ambassador and carry out the survey on their street for LET.  Of the people that volunteered, two that 

came forward because of the promotions, a direct approach was the source of the rest of the volunteers. 

The challenges in promotion came with designing an effective poster without design skills and getting the poster and 

the other information out early enough.  In retrospect, it would have helped to have guidance in the design of the 

poster and having the promotional material produced earlier.  

The questionnaire 

Few changes were made to the questionnaire
4
 from the 2008 version.  The questionnaire was reformatted to fit into an 

A5 page and a question about receiving the Lincoln Envirotown Trust newsletter was included.  

 

                                                           
2
 See Appendix 2 LET waste information sheet October 2010  

3
 See Appendix 3 The Lincoln Zero Waste Challenge 2010 Poster. 

4
 See Appendix 1 The Lincoln Zero Waste Challenge 2010 Questionnaire.   
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Sponsorship and funding 

As in previous years, the Selwyn District Council supported the challenge.  They provided an up to date map of the 

Lincoln Township, colour copies of their recycling sheet, and funds for the winning streets‟ afternoon tea and street 

sign. 

As already mentioned CRT provided the A3 posters distributed around the town. 

4MyEarth a company who produce eco-friendly & non-toxic reusable cloth sandwich wraps and other products 

generously provided enough of their product for LET to be able to give the nine active ambassadors a small thank you 

gift. 

Trees for Canterbury also supplied twenty trees for LET to give away as thank you gifts and spot prizes. 

Volunteers 

The main form of recruiting volunteers was through direct approaches; this resulted in 11 people offering to be 

involved in the project. LET made direct approaches to people who were involved in the previous challenge along 

with people who had made an expression of interest.  Of those, nine people returned completed questionnaires from 

their street. The LET Zero Waste Committee would sincerely like thank Ian Collins, Olivia Day, Jin Han, Sandra 

Haydon, Stephan Hofmann, Isobel Hollick, Faye Parfitt, John Richardson, and Katherine Riley, for carrying out the 

surveying for the 2010 Zero Waste Challenge.  

A number of supporting items
5
 supplied to the volunteers to help them in their work, this included: 

o A LET Lincoln Zero Waste Ambassador name badge for identification purposes; 

o A volunteer brief including: health and safety guidelines, information about the project and what happens 

with the results. 

o A log sheet to record where the questionnaires were left and which were returned; 

o Recycling information (The SDC recycling sheet and LET Waste Reduction and Recycling Sheet
6
  

o Complimentary LET No junk mail stickers for questionnaire participants and LET information pamphlets 

Administration of the survey  

The questionnaires were distributed to the volunteer ambassadors in the week prior to the Challenge.  In most cases, 

LET delivered the questionnaires to the ambassadors in person, a touch that they appreciated. It meant that they were 

able to ask questions about the task. There were two sites for the return of the questionnaires – a LET Zero Waste 

Committee member‟s home address and the Lincoln Library.  The majority of questionnaires were returned to the 

home address, most within one week of the end of the period.  The final set of completed questionnaires was returned 

ten days after the finish date on 17 November.  

Announcement of the results  

The announcement of results and the celebration of the winning street took place in December 2010.  The results were 

announced in the LET Newsletter (December), by an announcement on the LET website, an update to all the 

participants and through an article in The Central Canterbury News
7
.  Another possibility is the production of articles 

for the local press, as some of the qualitative comments have provided a good starting point for opinion pieces with 

question and answer. For example:  

o What happens to recycling bin contents; 

o Where to dispose of old electrical goods, e.g.TV; 

o When will Selwyn accept all recyclable material; 

o How to get rid of batteries etc.-“needs to be local station”. Or where to dispose of the used lamps?  

o Age groups- elderly- bins to gate – long drive back section? 

                                                           
5
 A copy of these items can be found in Appendix 4. 

6
 See Appendix Let waste information sheet Octbober 2010.  

7
 See Appendix 5 Results announcements.  
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Lincoln Zero Waste Challenge 2010 Results 

The LET Zero Waste Committee and the coordinator processed the results.  As already, mentioned nine volunteer 

ambassadors collected the questionnaires covering eleven streets, this equated to 99 completed questionnaires.   

Summary of Zero Waste Questionnaire 2010 

The questionnaire comprised two aims – Questions directly related to the Street Challenge and questions that would be 

useful to LET committee in assessing their programme in the future. 

Prizewinner of the Lincoln Zero Waste Street Challenge 2010 with the best result was Perthshire Crescent; Ryelands 

Drive was a close second.  

For the analysis
 
of the challenge, responses were scored for those questions, which related specifically to recycling or 

waste reduction.  Scores were averaged across the number of households responding to the questionnaire (not numbers 

of houses per street).  Streets with less than six households responding were not counted in assessing the winner of the 

street challenge. 

Answers to questions 2010 and comparison with 2008 

The results for the 2010 Challenge are discussed below and where possible compared with the results of the 2008 

Challenge.  The comparison of 2008 and 2010 is limited to a couple of comparisons – the use of reusable bags, the 

numbers of people composting and the knowledge of influence of LET on environmental attitudes.  It was not possible 

to compare results with the previous challenges (2006 & 2007) as the data is not available. 

 

Use of Reusable Shopping bags 

Concerning the use of reusable shopping bags, 87% of the respondents used re-usable bags when shopping with 84% 

of these using the reusable cloth/fibre bags.  This is a noticeable difference to the 2008 results when 69% of 

respondents used reusable bags.  Plastic bags (presumably from prior purchases) were used by 42% and paper 

(including cardboard boxes) was used by 29% of respondents.  (Note some respondents used more than one type of re-

usable bags).  Forty eight per cent of respondents avoided buying goods in non-reusable/non-recyclable packaging.  

Several indicated that this was sometimes difficult to achieve (See Figure 1  Use of reusable bags (2008 

& 2010), types and avoidance of non-reusable bags 2010   below).  
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Figure 1  Use of reusable bags (2008 & 2010), types and avoidance of non-reusable bags 2010 

Composting 

Eighty per cent of the respondents practiced composting of some sort with 54% of those composting at home and 46% 

using the SDC green bins.  (Again, some respondents used both methods).  See Figure 2  Numbers of people 

composting 2010  below. 
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Figure 2  Numbers of people composting 2010 

Waste to landfill 

The amounts of waste to landfill and the frequency was varied, nearly 50% of those who responded used white bags 

for waste to landfill with 30% and 21% using 80L and 240L wheely-bins respectively.  Nearly 60% disposed of their 

rubbish to landfill weekly, 35% fortnightly and only 5% at longer time intervals.  This is represented graphically 

below in Figure 3  Waste to landfill: size and frequency 2010.   



9 

 

50

30

21

60

35

5

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

W
h
it
e
 b

a
g
s

8
0

 L
it
re

 b
in

s

2
4

0
 L

it
re

 B
in

s

W
e
e
k
ly

F
o
rt

n
ig

h
tl
y

L
o

n
g

e
r 

ti
m

e
 i
n
te

rv
a

ls

P
e
rc

e
n

ta
g

e
 o

f 
re

s
p

o
n

d
e
n

ts

SIze of  Waste to Land fill                                      Frequency to Landfill                    

 

Figure 3  Waste to landfill: size and frequency 2010 

Learning more 

20-25%, of those who responded to question nine on learning more about recycling, waste reduction and composting 

expressed an interest to do so.  (Several respondents were interested in all three categories).  

Ninety per cent had heard of LET and 50% of these indicated that knowledge of the publicity about LET had 

influenced their environmental attitudes. 

Ways that households went about reducing their waste (Question 5) 2010 

Shown below is a list with numbers citing the ways that household reduced their waste: 

Aside from the above, some of the ways that people went about reducing their waste included: 

 Re use (12) bags, clothes - hand me downs through kids, containers, meat trays, paper.  Consciously 

thinking about consumption (8) which included assessing products based on packaging, minimal purchases, 

not buying take aways and only buying food that was needed; Fruit and vege gardening (8) and Bulk 

buying (6).  People also had a No junk mail sticker (5); Made their own (3) (cards, cosmetics and cleaning 

products, cheese); used Long life light bulbs (2); Shredded paper (2); Refused plastic bags (3) Didn’t use 

glad wrap in lunches (2)and used a Wormery and other animals(5) to consume their food wastes.  Also 

mentioned was buying from Trade me; car sharing; giving things to charity; saving hearing aid batteries and 

metal for „pick up person‟; recycling junk mail; timed showers, not using standby, power off when away on 

holidays; and using cloth nappies. 

Comments on barriers to waste (Question 8) 2010 

Shown below is a list with numbers citing ideas on barriers to reducing waste: 

Packaging (27); Time (6); Liked what was happening (3); 3 people would like to learn more; Junk mail (2); Renting, 

therefore up to landlord (2); Too costly to choose different products (2); Distance to Burnham depot for recycling– 

costly (2); Some things can't be composted (1); Producer responsibility important (1).  There were also requests for 

guidance about how to recycle from new residents to New Zealand. 
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Newsletter subscriptions  

Along with questions on waste reduction and the barriers, participants were also offered the opportunity to subscribe 

to the monthly Lincoln Envirotown Newsletter.  This resulted in 14 further subscriptions with a number of people 

noting that they already received it.  

Information distribution 

Along with the data collected, the ambassadors distributed NO Junk mail stickers, LET pamphlets, SDC Recycling 

Guides and waste information sheets.  This was a success and Table 1 Table 1 below show the numbers of stickers 

and pamphlets delivered by the ambassadors. 

Table 1 Items delivered by the Zerowaste Ambassadors 

„No Junk Mail‟ stickers 74 

LET pamphlets 24 

LET Waste info sheets 18 

SDC Recycling guide 23 

 

Discussion on the 2010 Results 

It is interesting to note that there appeared to have been a change in the behaviour of Lincoln residents since the last 

survey was completed.  In 2008
8 69% of the respondents used reusable bags for shopping in 2010 the figure was 87%.  

Also notable is that packaging is an issue over both surveys and remains a significant barrier to householders reducing 

their waste.  In 2008,
9
 it is noted that most households employed composting; with a similar result in 2010 where 80% 

practiced composting of some sort.  

In 2010, 20-25%   of respondents were interested in learning more about recycling, waste reduction and composting 

respectively.  In 2008, 45% were interested in attending a workshop or learning about recycling and waste reduction.  

The interest learning about recycling, waste reduction and composting is on going and provides a stimulus for LET to 

consider developing follow up events in 2011.  Promoting the work of LET such as the community garden and its 

workshops is one way to go about this.  Further suggestions are included in Appendix 7 of this report. 

 

                                                           
8
 See Appendix 6 2008 Zero Waste Challenge Results. 

9
Exact figures are not supplied in the 2008 analysis. 
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Figure 4  Knowledge and influence of LET 2010 

The number of respondents who had heard of LET was similar in 2010 and 2008, being 90% and 82% respectively.  In 

both years (2010 and 2008) the respondents said a knowledge of the publicity about LET or knowledge of LET had 

influenced their environmental attitudes/ thinking towards recycling and waste reduction.   

Other Barriers to reducing waste were also similar, with time and cost being an issue for a small number of people.  

Because there are no figures for the 2008 results, it is difficult to quantify any significant changes.  

As in the previous years, there were also questions about how to recycle batteries, what to do with polystyrene, 

electrical waste and light bulbs.  
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Challenges, reflection and review 

This section provides a review of the project identifying benefits and opportunities to make changes to the project in 

the future. 

One of the great benefits on this project is that there is a continuous set of data collected over an extended period.  It 

provides an insight into the changing behaviours and attitudes of the Lincoln community towards waste and recycling 

along with attitudes towards LET.  As shown by this year‟s results there have been changes in behaviour in the past 

two years that appear significant.  For this to continue there needs to be consistency in the questions asked and the 

method of analysis.   

While the project undoubtedly provides benefits, it is not without its challenges.  This year it was difficult to get 

volunteers to administer the survey.  Perhaps this was a result of the earthquake, the increasing pressures on volunteers 

or the timing being relatively close to the end of the year, most of the people who were approached cited being too 

busy with other things to be able to help out.  There are a couple of possible options to overcome this. 

1. Change the start date: Plan to have the survey completed by the neighbour week dates (early November), 

this would mean launching the project (i.e. administer the survey) two months earlier in September.  Having 

the results function at this time of the year would avoid a clash with Christmas.  

2. Extend the interval between challenges to five years instead of one or two.  There appears to be some 

fatigue towards the challenge after it being held four years out of five.  Extending the interval would still 

provide a snapshot of people‟s attitudes towards waste reduction and may mean that it is easier to attract 

volunteers to carry out the survey.  Adopting this option does not foreclose the potential to carry out zero 

waste promotions on a yearly basis.  

3. Change the structure of the survey so there is no longer a need for ambassadors;  

a. Instead, invite individual households as opposed to streets to take part.  With the current pressures 

on voluntarism, the tasks asked of the ambassadors/ street coordinators is large and this may be 

reflected in a reluctance of people to get involved.  Another way of administering the survey may be 

to invite individual households to take part by promoting the survey at local events
10

, having the 

questionnaire inserted into the newsletter and local shops hosting a drop box for returned 

questionnaires.  It is uncertain what the response rate would be, however it possible that with an 

intensive publicity campaign this may prove as effective as a street challenge.  Changing the 

structure in this way would not affect the primary goals of the survey. 

b. Pay someone to carry out the survey in the main street over a week or go house to house.  When 

considering the time expended on recruiting and supporting volunteers it is possible that the same 

amount of time would result in a similar number of completed questionnaires.  Although, by 

carrying out the survey this way there is a reduction in the potential for neighbourhood interaction.  

Other possibilities are to revise the content of the project in ways that are more radical and create a “sustainable 

household challenge” along the lines of the Lincoln Responsible Business Awards.  In addition, another possibility is 

to focus on the major issue identified – packaging – and work with local retailers to provide incentives to avoid 

packaging.  New World Lincoln has expressed an interest in working with LET in 2011 to develop a zero waste 

promotion related to reducing the packaging of items taken out of the supermarket by shoppers.  

When making any changes it would be advisable for LET to consider conducting a pilot of some form to ensure that 

the changes and new strategies are going to be effective.   

There are other ways that LET can collect information about its reach and effectiveness.  It is possible that qualitative 

methods can provide also sufficient information for the same amount of effort that is required to execute the 

Zerowaste Challenge.  Using focus group approach is one way; an alternative is Most Significant Change (MSC), 

which “is suited to monitoring that focuses on learning rather than just accountability” and is being practiced by a 

couple of  “not for profits”  in Christchurch.  It would be advisable to carry out an analysis of the opportunities before 

choosing a particular approach.  

                                                           
10

 Other possibilities are to promote the project through the local primary schools.  



13 

 

Finally, a further challenge for the project and for any LET Zerowaste project that LET may advance in the future is to 

develop and promote the concepts of waste minimisation as opposed to recycling.  In 2010, it is getting easier to 

recycle and systems are continually improving as more items are added to the recycling list, yet there are still 

bottlenecks – that is items that are not recycled in the Selwyn District or further field.  Single use batteries and 

polystyrene are two examples, which although they may be able to be recycled are not because of the cost to do so 

make it uneconomic.  In this situation, it may be a case of avoiding using these materials in the first place 

 

Future Funding opportunities 

LET is very grateful for the support it has received from its sponsors and would like to thank the Selwyn District 

Council for its on-going support over the years for this project.  In the past, the SDC has paid for the afternoon tea and 

street sign out of their Waste Minimisation Fund.  It is hoped that they will continue to provide some funding for the 

project this way.  
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Summary 

One of the major problems of this year‟s Zero Waste Challenge was that there were not enough streets involved there 

was enough to produce a credible result, having more households and streets involved would produce data that are 

more robust.  With the challenge to recruit volunteers this year it maybe that it is time to revise the Zerowaste 

Challenge format.  Given that, the project did deliver on its some of its desired outcomes.  It promoted zero waste/ and 

awareness of recycling through the provision of the material to the ambassadors who then passed it on.  It has 

generated feedback, which can be passed onto the Selwyn District Council about what is happening in the Lincoln 

Community as well as about the perceptions of LET.  Whether it has influenced a change of behavior and improved 

neighborhood cohesion is more difficult to gage, this is where engaging in alternative evaluation methods would 

further inform the work of LET.  
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Appendix 1 The Lincoln Zero Waste Challenge 2010 Questionnaire 
 
 

Lincoln Zerowaste Challenge 2010 

Street Name: ___________________________________________________ 
 

1. What does your household recycle?  
Paper Ã glass Ã cardboard Ã cans Ã 
plastic Ã other Ã please state____________________________ 
 

2. Do you use reusable bags for shopping?  Yes  Ã  No Ã 
 

If so what type do you reuse? Plastic Ã  cloth/fibre  Ã paper  Ã 
 

3. Do you avoid buying goods packaged in non-reusable/non-recyclable packaging or in any packaging 
at all?  Yes  Ã  No Ã 

 

4. Do you compost?  Y Ã N  Ã If yes, Compost at home Ã or SDC Green Bin Ã 
 

5. How else does your household reduce the amount of waste you produce? 

 

 
 

6. What type of container do you use to dispose of your waste to landfill? 
 

White bag Ã 80L Bin  Ã  240L bin Ã 
 

7. How often do you dispose of your waste to landfill using the above method? 
 

Weekly  Ã      fortnightly Ã     monthly  Ã   other: _____________________ 
 

8. What do you think are the barriers to reducing your waste? 

 

 
 

9. Would you be interested in learning more about: 
Recycling Ã Waste reduction Ã Composting Ã 
 

10. Do you have any questions about recycling and waste reduction? 

 

 

11. Have you heard of the Lincoln Envirotown Trust? Yes  Ã  No Ã 
 

12. Has knowledge of or publicity about the Lincoln Envirotown Trust influenced your environmental 
attitudes? Yes  Ã  No Ã N/A Ã 

 
" -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------For office use only------------------------------------------ 

Ã Yes I would like to receive the Lincoln Envirotown monthly newsletter by email. If so please state your 
email address___________________________________ 
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Appendix 2  LET Waste information sheet October 

2010  

Waste Reduction and recycling our ultimate goal!  

Every little bit helps! The more recycling and waste reduction we do the better.  LET has 

developed a guide to help Lincoln increase their recycling and waste reduction rates.  A more 

detailed version of this guide with live links can be found on the website: 

http://www.lincolnenvirotown.org.nz/waste.php  

Waste and Recycling in the Lincoln and the Selwyn District  

The Selwyn District Council aims to encourage waste reduction and recycling through the structure of their 

household waste and recycling collection system, the less waste that is put out the less householders pay! 

Details about the Selwyn District Council recycling service and information on recycling energy saver light 

bulbs for Lincoln and the Selwyn District can be found at www.selwyn.govt.nz/services/rubbish-

refuse/recycle-collection    see also LET‟s Insider‟s Guide to SDC recycling service on the website. 

Reducing waste  

Avoiding waste (waste minimisation) is more effective than recycling; the Ministry for the Environment 

has a helpful site to visit: http://www.sustainability.govt.nz/rubbish/reduce-reuse-recycle 

Other options include the story of the couple who went rubbish free for a year, they have heaps of hints: 

http://www.rubbishfree.co.nz/index.php  

Or see the Waitaki District Council‟s discussion on reducing waste at: 

http://www.waitaki.govt.nz/Services/Waste/Waste+Minimisation.htm  

Try also 4Myearth a New Zealand company who manufacture sandwich wraps and other products that help 

reduce packaging: www.4myearth.co.nz/products.php and then there‟s ONYA who create options for 

shopping such as „stuff away fruit and vegetable bag‟ which means no more plastic bags are required on 

shopping trips: www.onyabags.co.nz/  

For some context, the Story of Stuff is a video that outlines the creation of the goods we use and how this 

affects the earth and its inhabitants (including us) (20mins): http://www.storyofstuff.com/ 

The Paperless Express has ideas for reducing paper waste in the office: 

http://www.stopwaste.org/home/index.asp?page=940 

Want something read? 

 Confessions of an eco-sinner: travels to find where my stuff comes from, by Fred Pearce (2008) 

a truly memorable read on the stories behind our consumption and waste.  

 

Reducing Green Waste 

Information about composting: if you would like to compost at home a great place to start is: 

http://ecan.govt.nz/advice/Sustainable-Living/waste/Pages/composting.aspx The Christchurch City council 

also has a useful section that includes information about the Bokashi composting system, an excellent way 

to manage your food wastes especially if you have limited space:  

http://www.ccc.govt.nz/homeliving/sustainableliving/sustainabilitychristchurch/athome.aspx [then 

download: Urban Composting PDF] or go directly to their website to order www.bokashi.co.nz/  

The Canterbury Branch of the Soil and Health Association has blog site that has interesting gardening 

stories and notices of garden tours and other gardening adventures: http://organicschch.blogspot.com/  

http://www.lincolnenvirotown.org.nz/waste.php
http://www.selwyn.govt.nz/services/rubbish-refuse/recycle-collection
http://www.selwyn.govt.nz/services/rubbish-refuse/recycle-collection
http://www.sustainability.govt.nz/rubbish/reduce-reuse-recycle
http://www.rubbishfree.co.nz/index.php
http://www.waitaki.govt.nz/Services/Waste/Waste+Minimisation.htm
http://www.4myearth.co.nz/products.php
http://www.onyabags.co.nz/
http://www.storyofstuff.com/
http://www.stopwaste.org/home/index.asp?page=940
http://catalogue.lincoln.ac.nz/cgi-bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?SC=Title&SEQ=20101001113801&PID=kaHXsKKN9_HbLcBAnzY1yP3KsJfvd7Y&SA=Confessions+of+an+eco+sinner+:
http://ecan.govt.nz/advice/Sustainable-Living/waste/Pages/composting.aspx
http://www.ccc.govt.nz/homeliving/sustainableliving/sustainabilitychristchurch/athome.aspx
http://www.bokashi.co.nz/
http://organicschch.blogspot.com/
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Hazardous Waste 

Hazardous waste includes used machine oil, household chemicals, solvents and thinners and paint, lead acid 

batteries and e-waste (computer related items).  Lead acid batteries must be separated from household 

waste, dry cell or gel batteries may be disposed of in the household waste collection.  Used machine oil can 

be dropped off at most Transfer stations.  This service is currently not available in the Selwyn District, 

although the Selwyn District Council hopes to be collecting hazardous waste soon.  When operating the 

Resource Recovery Park will take hazardous waste including used engine oil, batteries, e-waste and 

fluorescent tubes.  At the moment, Car batteries can be taken to Metalcorp in Halswell Junction Road. 

To check what is hazardous waste see the Hazardous Waste Section of Environment Canterbury: 

http://ecan.govt.nz/advice/your-home/waste/pages/default.aspx 

For very detailed information, about batteries and e-waste go to: 

http://www.mfe.govt.nz/publications/waste/electronic-products.html 

For electronic waste disposal, also keep an eye on the eday website: http://www.eday.org.nz/ 

Other waste Questions 

Item Can it be recycled? 

Short answer Long answer 

Batteries 

Lead acid 

batteries (i.e. 

car) 

All other 

batteries 

 

 

Yes- see 

above 

 

Yes and no 

 

 

All types of lead batteries can be recycled, rechargeable NiMH and 

NiCad and Li types are recyclable, except for the lead acid batteries, they 

cannot be recycled in the Selwyn District.  Sadly small alkaline (torch type) 

can‟t be recycled at this point of time in New Zealand to do so would be at 

extraordinary cost…so they go to “responsible waste”!  Mobile phone 

batteries and accessories can be disposed of at your local mobile phone 

retailer e.g. Telecom, Nokia, Vodafone, or at Mobilefonerepair.com Ltd, 81 

Moorhouse Ave. Sony also has a small-scale battery collection point for 

batteries used in their products at its stores.  Recell a Nelson company 

offers a service replacing the rechargeable nickel cadmium or nickel-

metal hydride batteries in power tools and other portable equipment.   

Bean bags, 

books and 

other 

consumer 

items 

No, reuse is 

suggested. 

If still in good order, try redistribution though your network or donate to a 

good cause such as an opportunity shop or school fair.   

Glass  Yes and no, 

note certain 

conditions: 

Excludes 

window 

glass, and 

Pyrex. 

Although it is possible to recycle glass bottles and jars, glass recycling is 

problematic.  The way it is collected means colours get mixed up and this 

can interfere with the end use of the collected glass.  While some councils 

are setting up separate glass collections, this is not an option in Selwyn 

because of the distances that would make the costs prohibitive 

Again another reason to reduce and reuse before placing it in the 

recycling bin.   

Junk mail Yes- 

recycling bin  

Another option is to say No.  Use a LET NO JUNK Mail sticker available 

from the Lincoln Library. 

Polystyrene Yes and no Although in some places in the world polystyrene is either recycled or 

collected separately and reduced in volume for disposal, polystyrene 

including meat trays and other forms of polystyrene packaging are not 

recycled in the Selwyn district and must be put in the waste to landfill.  In 

Christchurch, Transpacific Recycling collects larger volumes of packaging 

polystyrene (49 McAlpine Street, Sockburn), charging $5 per cubic metre. 

The best option is to avoid polystyrene, for example, when purchasing meat 

items usually packaged in polystyrene go to the butcher or the meat counter.  

(source http://good.net.nz/magazine/6/good-start/when-greenwash-is-good)  

http://ecan.govt.nz/advice/your-home/waste/pages/default.aspx
http://www.mfe.govt.nz/publications/waste/electronic-products.html
http://www.eday.org.nz/
http://www.sony.co.nz/corporate/environment.jsp
http://www.recell.co.nz/
http://good.net.nz/magazine/6/good-start/when-greenwash-is-good
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Appendix 3 The Lincoln Zero Waste Challenge 2010 Poster  
 

 

The Lincoln Zero Waste Challenge is 

Back!!! 
 

Saturday 30
th
 October to Sunday 7

th
 November- Get involved! 

 

A challenge to the streets of Lincoln to see who has the best zero waste 

practices.  Enter your street in the Zero Waste Challenge and see who wins. 

 

Can your street be added to the roll-call of winners? 

Past winners: 2006 - Glebe Close 

   2007 - Glebe Close & Roblyn Place co-winners 

   2008 - The Crescent at Lincoln University 

   2010 - Will your street be the next winner? 

To get your street involved, get in touch with LET, find out about being a Lincoln Zero 

Waste Street Ambassador, and register your street.  

For more information contact: Suzanne Blyth email:Suzanne.blyth@gmail.com, or 

Phone Ralph Scott 325 2219, or see the pamphlet at the Lincoln Library, leave your 

details and we will contact you. 

   www.lincolnenvirotown.org.nz 

 

mailto:Suzanne.blyth@gmail.com
http://www.lincolnenvirotown.org.nz/
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Appendix 4 Materials given to the Zerowaste Ambassadors 

1. Volunteer brief   

2. Street  log sheet   

3. The SDC recycling sheet  

4. LET Waste Reduction and Recycling Sheet see appendix 2 



20 

 

 

The Lincoln Zero Waste Challenge 2010 Zerowaste Ambassador 
Guidelines 

Thank you for offering to help LET by being a Zero Waste Ambassador, we appreciate your 

efforts!  The project aims to celebrate and promote zero waste in Lincoln, provide an opportunity 

for neighbourhood cohesion, raise awareness of the work of LET and generate feedback on 

waste management issues to enable LET to encourage and support the work of the Selwyn 

District Council in reducing waste.  LET sees the Zerowaste challenge as a good way of finding 

out where people are at in terms of recycling and waste management in Lincoln.  Where there is 

a repetition of the issues we will pass these on to the Selwyn District Council, we may sometimes 

use the information gathered to lobby other organisations for better waste management options, 

however individual responses will not be identified  

Enclosed you will find all the tools you need to carry out the surveying of your street.  Please find 

enclosed: 

1. The questionnaire with an introduction sheet. 
2. A LET badge to identify you as a Zerowaste Ambassador. 
3. Recycling and waste reduction information sheet and associated sheets.  
4. Street Check Sheet. 
5. Instructions on how to carry out the questionnaire. 

Instructions on how to carry out the questionnaire 

The Zerowaste Challenge is intended to be carried out over the weeks Saturday 30th October to 

Sunday 7th November.  This gives you nine days to visit the people in your street and invite them 

to take part in the challenge.  For your safety, do not enter the house, unless you already know 

the householder and feel comfortable.  

1. We need a minimum of six completed questionnaires for your street to be eligible for the 
challenge.   

2. There is no maximum and if a street is particularly large then it is acceptable to administer 
the survey to a section of the street as opposed to the entire street.  

3. Please note on the Street check sheet which households you have visited and taken part 
in the challenge. 

4. There are two ways that the survey can be carried out: 
a. Introduce yourself to the household, speak to them briefly and ask them if they 

would like to be involved, leave the survey for them to complete and arrange to 
collect latter in the week.  Or 

b. Introduce yourself as above and fill out the survey form then and there. 
5. Once all the completed questionnaires have been collected please fill out the number 

completed in the appropriate section of the Street Check Sheet and return them in the 
envelope provided to LET C/O Ralph Scott, 9 Glebe Close, Lincoln, or drop them in to the 
library. 

6. We hope to have the questionnaires processed and results finished within two weeks of 
the challenge ending.  We will notify all Zerowaste Ambassadors of the results once they 
are processed.  

7. The winning street will be judged on the level and quality of the street responses, the prize 
will be a catered afternoon tea for the winning street residents with members of LET and 
the street challenge supporters and volunteers, plus a street sign noting their 
achievement. 
 

If you have any questions or issues please don‟t hesitate to get in touch-Suzanne Blyth Tel 343 

0078 or email suzanne.blyth@gmail.com.  www.lincolnenvirotown.org.nz 

mailto:suzanne.blyth@gmail.com
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Lincoln Zerowaste Challenge Street Check Sheet 
Street Name: 

 

Street 
Number 

Questionnaire 
Left 

Questionnaire 
Collected 

Number of Questionnaires for 
street 

 

YES NO YES NO Number of Questionnaires 
completed and returned to LET 
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3. The SDC recycling sheet 
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Appendix 5 Results announcements 

1. LET Newsletter insert (December),  

2. Participants update  

3. Ambassadors update and invite 

4. Central Canterbury News Article.22 December 2010   
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The Lincoln Zero Waste Challenge 2010 (Newsletter update) 

LET completed the Lincoln Zero Waste Challenge 2010 in November and we are pleased to announce the 

winning street.  The winner of this year‟s challenge is Perthshire Crescent; Ryelands Drive was a close 

second.  Congratulations!!!  

We found some interesting things about what was happening with waste and recycling in Lincoln, overall 

there are some very pleasing results, we have noticed a difference in the results between this year, and the 

last challenge in 2008 (results in brackets where available).  As one of the ambassador mentioned that it 

have been interesting, with “…changes in the answers and my own increased knowledge”.  Here is what 

we found: 

 87% (69%) of the respondents use reusable bags when shopping with 84% of these using the 

reusable cloth/fibre bags.   

 48% respondents avoided buying goods in non-reusable/non-recyclable packaging even though at 

times this was difficult to achieve. 

 80% practiced composting of some sort with 54% of those composting at home and 46% using the 

SDC green bins. 

 

Aside from the above, some of the ways that people went about reducing their waste included: 

 Re use (12) bags, clothes - hand me downs through kids, containers, meat trays, paper.  

Conscious consumption (8) which included assessing products based on packaging, minimal 

purchases, not buying take aways and only buying food that was needed; Fruit and vege 

gardening (8) and Bulk buying (6).  People also had a No junk mail sticker (5); Made their own 

(3) (cards, cosmetics and cleaning products, cheese); used Long life light bulbs (2); Shredded 

paper (2); Refused plastic bags (3) Didn’t use glad wrap in lunches (2)and used a Wormery 

and other animals(5) to consume their food wastes.  Also mentioned was buying from Trade me; 

car sharing; giving things to charity; saving hearing aid batteries and metal for „pick up person‟; 

recycling junk mail; timed showers, not using standby, power off when away on holidays; and using 

cloth nappies. 

One of the biggest barriers to reducing waste further was packaging and we hope to be able to do 

something with this feedback in the next year.  The time it took to carry out recycling was another issue.  

Cost was another issue for a small group of people, either the cost to choose products to reduce packaging 

or to take material to the refuse station.  

We also got some good questions about recycling and reducing waste and here is what we found: 

What happens to the recycling bin contents? For this, we asked the Selwyn District Council. “The 

collection truck takes the collected recyclables to the MRF (Materials Recovery Facility) in Parkhouse 

Road, Christchurch.  CCC Two Ltd operates the plant, and processes recyclables from Christchurch City, 

Waimakariri and Selwyn recycling collections.  The plant separates the various recyclable materials, 

plastics, paper and cardboard, metals and glass, and compresses them into bales, except for glass.  The 

materials are sold, both locally and overseas.” 

Some people thought that we needed a local resource recovery station, as the distance from depot 

was a barrier to their recycling.  While that may sound appealing, this poses significant logistical problems.  

Unless supervised, rubbish can be dumped and they can become a source of litter. For large cartons and 

polystyrene - get whoever delivered the fridge or washing machine to take the packaging away - this is the 

best way to get the message back to the retailer and manufacturer. 

Others cited refuse station charges as a barrier to recycling:  Disposal of approved recyclable material 

at the refuse station is free.  The system design means that, as the costs of disposing of waste to landfill 

increase there will be a greater incentive to reduce costs by recycling and composting.   
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Someone else asked a When will Selwyn accept all recyclable material? In answer to this, the SDC 

replies:  

“Recycling is only third priority behind reduction and reuse and it may be better to avoid using hard to 

recycle materials rather than recycle them.  The council is constrained by budget and required by law to 

promote effective and efficient waste management and minimisation within their districts.  This means that 

although some things may be recyclable it is uneconomic to do so.  Currently, it is easy for manufacturers 

to pass on the disposal costs, including recycling costs so that they fall on consumers and councils.  This 

includes packaging, goods designed to only last the warranty date, different types of materials in the same 

product, toxic materials, and materials difficult to disassemble and uneconomic to recycle.  Designers and 

manufacturers have no incentive to change the type of materials that they use whilst they can offload the 

costs of recycling their products onto the consumers. 

"Selwyn will accept all recyclable materials when designers and manufacturers design and produce goods 

that minimise resource use, have a longer life, are able to be reused, and are made of materials that can be 

easily and efficiently recycled".  I.e. materials when designers and manufacturers design and produce 

goods that minimise resource use, have a longer life, are able to be reused, and are made of materials that 

can be easily and efficiently recycled.”  

In other words, what we really need to see is a reduction in overall waste and this is something for 

which we are all responsible.  It may be that there needs to be more pressure put on Central Government 

for container deposit regulations. 

How to dispose of the old electrical goods e.g. TV and batteries? This answer came from the SDC: 

Computer, telecommunications and power supply scrap including Nimh, NiCad and Lithium batteries are 

now recycled in Christchurch.  There is payment for some components and a charge for TVs and CRT 

screens.  For details, including what is accepted and prices refer to www.escraprecycling.co.nz.  The site is 

at Metalcorp in Halswell Junction Road. 

Expanded polystyrene can be recycled, but not through the kerbside recycling collection, and it has to be 

clean and not be contaminated.  Transport costs are a significant factor.  Ultimately avoiding polystyrene is 

the best option. 

Used lamps: long life lamps aka compact fluorescent light bulbs can be recycled, take them to one of the 

participating retail stores across Canterbury who collect them.  

Businesses hosting compact fluorescent light bulb collection in 

Christchurch and the Selwyn District 

District  Business Name 

Christchurch Accent Lighting - Colombo Street 

 Bunnings - Shirley 

 Bunnings - Tower Junction 

 Carters - Christchurch City 

 Hammer Hardware - New Brighton 

 ITM Building Centre - Dyers Road 

 ITM Building Centre - Hornby  

 Lighthouse Lighting - Tuam Street 

 Lighting 351 - Blenheim Road 

 Lighting Plus - Belfast 

 Mitre 10 Mega – Ferrymead 

 Placemakers - Antigua Street 

   Placemakers - Riccarton 

Selwyn District  Canterbury Betta Electrical - Leeston 

  ITM – Darfield 

For other Canterbury locations go to the Christchurch City Council Website: 
http://www.ccc.govt.nz/homeliving/sustainableliving/energysavingbulbs.asp
x 

 

http://www.escraprecycling.co.nz/
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Broken pottery: is not collected separately so unless you know someone who collects it for mosaic they 

need to go to the landfill.  Wrap it in newspaper to keep everyone safe from sharp edges. 

Flax and cabbage tree leaves: Both Flax and cabbage tree leaves will break down, however this can take 

a long time, they will break down quicker in a damp spot; cabbage tree leaves also make good kindling.  

What to do about disposable nappies? There is a lot of debate about disposable nappies vs. reusable 

nappies in terms of the impact they have on the environment.  In the final analysis, both types of nappies 

have some effect on the environment. Currently in Lincoln, there is no alternative to disposing of the 

nappies in the waste to landfill.  Although there is a local company that is composting the nappies, they are 

yet to offer the service to Lincoln residents see Envirocomp: http://www.envirocomp.co.nz/Home.html.  

Another option is to use reusable nappies, the Nappy network is a good starting point, see:  

http://www.thenappynetwork.org.nz/index.php 

LET would like to thank everyone who took the time to fill out a questionnaire; it is great to hear what you 

have to say about waste and recycling.  This helps LET figure out what is important and because of the 

feedback we have received, we are now developing a new and exciting Zero Waste Challenge for 2011.  In 

addition, a big thank you to all the people who volunteered to help as Ambassadors in the Challenge 

without them we would not have a Challenge, the Lincoln Envirotown Trust is very grateful for their work.  

LET would sincerely like thank Ian Collins, Olivia Day, Jin Han, Sandra Haydon, Stephan Hofmann, Isobel 

Hollick, Gill Nash, Faye Parfitt, John Richardson, and Katherine Riley, for carrying out the surveying for the 

2010 Zero Waste Challenge.  

LET is also grateful to the support of the sponsors for the project the Selwyn District Council, CRT who 

helped us with promotion and 4MyEarth who provided prizes. 

If you have any questions, issues or suggestions on how we can make the challenge better please get in 

touch!  Contact: Suzanne Blyth email suzanne.blyth@gmail.com.  www.lincolnenvirotown.org.nz 

A big thank you to the sponsors of the Lincoln Zero Waste Challenge 2010 

www.4myearth.co.nz 

http://www.envirocomp.co.nz/Home.html
mailto:suzanne.blyth@gmail.com
http://www.4myearth.co.nz/
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 www.4myearth.co.nz 

At last an eco friendly & non toxic cloth that keep food fresh and dry for hours.  

Convenient eco friendly solutions-more information m edia coverage and reviews on the website.  

 Designer (Matthew Langille &  Fusae Ikeda) logos with organic ink in sizes that ensure everyone in 
your family has an eco friendly lunch. 

 They are easy for children to manage not like some plastic wrap and containers that can be very 
hard for little fingers to open and close.  

 Hand or machine wash in cold water & air dry. 
 Stores flat for easy and simple storage - no bulk in the school lunch bag.  
 Quickly pays for original outlay compared to buying endless rolls of plastic wrap  

 4MyEarth® wraps and pockets are lightweight yet extremely strong and will stand up to being used 
over and over again. 

A great deal of effort went into developing the 4MyEarth ®  environmentally friendly product, not just any 

fabric would do, so please be aware of imitations.  

The coating itself is free of PUL, PVC, Thalate, Vinyl, preservatives 320 & 321 (found on plastic wrap) and 

conforms to SGS and FDA standards. To ensure this they are manufactured so as to meet the Oeko-Tex 100 

Standards which comprehensively addresses the Human Ecology component of textile products. This 

evaluates and screens for any harmful substances present within processed textiles which are intended to 

come into contact with consumers.  As we wanted to be conscious of our earth, naturally, it had to  

decompose without harm to the environment.  

Contact us for a great eco friendly, fundraising initiative.            

 

 

http://www.4myearth.co.nz/product-detail.php?id=32
http://www.4myearth.co.nz/product-detail.php?id=46
http://www.4myearth.co.nz/
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2 Participants Update 

 

 

                                                                  

 

The Lincoln Zero Was te Challenge 2010 Zerowaste Update  
 

A big thank you to all the people who volunteered to help as Ambassadors in the Challenge without you we would not have a 

Challenge, the Lincoln Envirotown Trust is very grateful for your work.   
 

The winner of this year’s challenge was Perthshire Crescent; Ryelands Drive was a close second.  Congratulations!!!  We will be 

celebrating this latter in the month please see the invitation attached. 
 

In this game, though we are all winners and it was great to see what people are up to in their efforts to reduce waste.  Here is 

what we found: 

 87% of the respondents use reusable bags when shopping with 84% of these using the reusable cloth/fibre bags.   

 48% respondents avoided buying goods in non-reusable/non-recyclable packaging even though at times this was 

difficult to achieve. 

 80% practiced composting of some sort with 54% of those composting at home and 46% using the SDC green bins. 

People thought that one of the biggest barriers to reducing waste further was packaging and we hope to be able to do 

something with this feedback in the next year.   
 

Aside from the above, some of the ways that people went about reducing their waste included (in order of popularity): 

 Re use: bags, clothes - hand me downs through kids, containers, meat trays, paper;  Conscious consumption which 

included assessing purchases based on packaging, minimal purchases; not buying take aways and only buying food that 

was needed, and Fruit and vege gardening.  People also had a No junk mail sticker; used a Wormery and other 

animals to consume their food wastes; Made their own (cards, cosmetics and cleaning products, cheese); Refused 

bags and Shredded paper. 
 

If you would like more detail on the results visit the waste section of the LET website where you can also find answers to 

common recycling questions: http://www.lincolnenvirotown.org.nz/waste.php or see our next newsletter, 
 

If you have any questions, issues or suggestions on how we can make the challenge better please get in touch!  Contact: 
Suzanne Blyth Tel 343 0078 or email suzanne.blyth@gmail.com 
www.lincolnenvirotown.org.nz 

 

http://www.lincolnenvirotown.org.nz/waste.php
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3. Ambassadors update and invite 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Lincoln Zero Waste Challenge 2010 Zerowaste Update  
 

A big thank you to all the people who volunteered to help as Ambassadors in the Challenge without you we 

would not have a Challenge, the Lincoln Envirotown Trust is very grateful for your work.   
 

The winner of this year‟s challenge was Perthshire Crescent; Ryelands Drive was a close second.  

Congratulations!!!  We will be celebrating this latter in the month please see the invitation attached. 

 

In this game, though we are all winners and it was great to see what people are up to in their efforts to 

reduce waste.  Here is what we found: 

 87% of the respondents use reusable bags when shopping with 84% of these using the reusable 

cloth/fibre bags.   

 48% respondents avoided buying goods in non-reusable/non-recyclable packaging even though at 

times this was difficult to achieve. 

 80% practiced composting of some sort with 54% of those composting at home and 46% using the 

SDC green bins. 

People thought that one of the biggest barriers to reducing waste further was packaging and we hope to be 

able to do something with this feedback in the next year.   

 

Aside from the above, some of the ways that people went about reducing their waste included (in order of 

popularity): 

 Re use: bags, clothes - hand me downs through kids, containers, meat trays, paper;  Conscious 

consumption which included assessing purchases based on packaging, minimal purchases; not 

buying take aways and only buying food that was needed, and Fruit and vege gardening.  People 

also had a No junk mail sticker; used a Wormery and other animals to consume their food 

wastes; Made their own (cards, cosmetics and cleaning products, cheese); Refused bags and 

Shredded paper. 

 

If you would like more detail on the results visit the waste section of the LET website where you can also 

find answers to common recycling questions: http://www.lincolnenvirotown.org.nz/waste.php or see our 

next newsletter, 

 

If you have any questions, issues or suggestions on how we can make the challenge better please get in 
touch!  Contact: Suzanne Blyth Tel 343 0078 or email suzanne.blyth@gmail.com 
 

www.lincolnenvirotown.org.nz 

 

 

http://www.lincolnenvirotown.org.nz/waste.php
http://www.lincolnenvirotown.org.nz/
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To: 

As a street ambassador for the Lincoln Zero Waste 

Challenge 2010, you are invited to the celebratory 

afternoon tea.  Please feel welcome to come along and 

help us celebrate zero waste in Lincoln. 

Time: 3.30pm 

Date: Saturday the 18th of December  

Location: the covered chess tables on the corner of Perthshire Crescent and 

Southfield Drive. 

Please RSVP to suzanne_blyth@gmail.com by Thursday 16th December 

Thank you to our sponsors 

www.4myearth.co.nz  

mailto:suzanne_blyth@gmail.com
http://www.4myearth.co.nz/
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4 Central Canterbury News December 22 2010 
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Appendix 6 2008 Zero Waste Challenge Results 
Summary of Zero Waste Questionnaire 

The questionnaire comprised two aims – Questions directly related to the Street Challenge and questions 

that would be useful to LET committee in assessing their programme in the future. 

 

Prize winner of Zero Waste Street Challenge 

Responses were scored for those questions which related specifically to recycling or waste reduction.  

Scores were averaged across the number of households responding to the questionnaire (not numbers of 

houses per street).  Households with less than 6 households responding were not counted in assessing the 

winner of the challenge. 

 

Answers to questions 

Most (69%) use reusable bags for shopping but if they did get plastic bags most (98%) reused them.    

Although respondents would have preferred to have less packaging (see comments on barriers to 

reducing waste) many were unable to make purchases that were not packaged.  

Most households employed composting, either using their own composting or using the SDC system. 

Some respondents used both.  One third of the respondents would not use a communal composting 

facility mostly citing time/cost/convenience as barriers to reducing waste (see comments on barriers to 

reducing waste).  Many households (45%) would be interested in attending a workshop or learning about 

recycling and waste reduction.  A list is given of potential workshop attendees. 

Most respondents (84%) did not know that No. 5 plastics could be recycled at our Lincoln Four Square 

supermarket. 

Most respondents (82%) had heard of LET and half of the respondents said that a knowledge of LET had 

influenced their thinking towards recycling and waste reduction, while only 5% were already aware of 

these problems (presumably before LET). 

 

Comments on Barriers to reducing waste 

A list is shown with numbers citing their ideas on barriers to reducing waste. 

 

Packaging was the main reason cited for excessive waste. 

Apathy was a major reason given for not recycling/reducing waste. This was related to the time taken to 

do this properly. Cost was also cited as a reason, especially costs of taking waste to the tip especially green 

waste.  

Ignorance and the need for education on what can be recycled (eg different plastics) is also a problem for 

some. There were comments that respondents did not know how engine oil, polystyrene, batteries and 

glass could be recycled. 
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Appendix 7 Ideas for follow up events 
20-25% of the respondents were interested in learning more about recycling, waste reduction and composting, such as 

workshops, video evenings and seminars,  below are some possible options/ examples.   

 

 

Workshop topics 

The Rangiora Community Garden recently offered a number of workshops, which may be relevant in Lincoln.  

 

 ….Tuesday 26 October “Make your own cleaning products” with Lesandre Paris 

Wednesday 27 October “Shopping with less waste” with Rhys Taylor 

Saturday 30 October “Getting Started Gardening” with Rhys Taylor 

We have amazing tutors who have heaps of knowledge in their field. 

For costs and bookings please contact ACE Program at Rangiora High School… 

www.rangioracommunitygarden.org.nz 

From Chatter- community newsletter of WDC November 2010, p.14, 

http://www.waimakariri.govt.nz/community/chatter/Chatter_November_2010.pdf 

Video Screening  

Such as one shown recently 

You're Invited to our SheVolutionary 
Cinema  

Join us at She Chocolat this Thursday evening at 7:30pm for a showing of the 

movie      

 Garbage Warrior  

In this doco/film of 40 min, 

The Garbage Warrior, you will experience an epic story 

of radical Earthship eco architect Michael Reynolds, and his 

fight 

to build off-the-grid self-sufficient communities 

4th November 7.30 pm   

 

 

http://www.rangioracommunitygarden.org.nz/
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