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Hundreds if not thousands of people headed towards the Liffey domain in
Lincoln. A number of scientists including the famous TV “Bugman” (Ruud
Kleinpaste) setthe scene for Lincoln Primary kids with talks at the schoolon
Friday aftemoon, so by after school when the event started at 3.15 on the 3"
April, large numbers of school children and many of their parents were ready to
follow Ruud along the stream to collect bugs. He was like the Pied Piper of
Hamlin, with a crowd of children following him with more joining as the ever
increasing group made their way along the stream bank. Over the 24 hours the
large team of scientists, most from Lincoln University and Landcare Research,
took groups of people to look for specific types of living things as well as
manned the microscopes to identify the samples that the public brought in.
There were also many talks and displays, all on the theme of biodiversity as well
as the launch of a new booklet “Backyard Biodiversity in Canterbury” by Al
Check and Mike Bowie.

The BioBlitz at Lincoln’s Liffey Stream, organised by The Lincoln Envirotown
Trust, found an amazing 1553 different kinds of life, almost half of them species
of bacteria. That’s a lot of living things for a small stretch of stream side in a
small rural town. There were many surprises, including a native flatworm that
had notbeen recorded in over a hundred years, a European fungus of acorns
never before collected in New Zealand, a Bank’s Peninsular endemic spider
usually found in Forest, an unusual native earthworm that is still being identified
and a native aquatic weed which was competing against exotic introduced
weeds in clear water.

Ruud Kleinpaste
providing locals with
an unforgettable
experience and, we
hope, a life long
interestin biodiversity




While most of the little creepy-crawlies like mites and spiders were native species, the plants and fungi they crawled
on were mostly wild e xotic species. While 20% of the plants were native, most of these have been recently planted. Of
the wild (self propagated) plant species found, only 9% were native. This is a reflection of the massive transformation
to the flora that has occurred on the Canterbury Plains in the pasttwo centuries. It is promising that some natives
have been recently planted back into the area. There is great potential for improvement.

Most birds were also wild exotics (the “non wild” exotics were recent escapes such as a canary), a reflection of how
much the Canterbury Plains has changed. Only three of New Zealand’s native land birds were found in the area: one
singing bellbird, a grey warbler, and several fantails. There was a surprise sighting of a white heron. Similarly, none of
the butterfly species unique to New Zealand were found. Only the European cabbage white butterfly and North
American monarch butterfly were present.

While the 24-hour collecting marathon is over, biologists now have a stack of specimens to follow up on, with the work
continuing. The final count of natives vs exotics is yet to be made. While it is sad that the proportion of natives seems
to be small, the efforts by the locals to increase the planting of natives and so to increase the suitable habitat for
native animals is encouraging. Perhaps a future Bioblitz will show a big increase in natives.

Interim Results:

Group Species count Percentage native
Annelid worms & molluscs 11 ?
Bacteria 802 morphospecies ?
Birds 25 40%
Fungi 44 17%
Insects 201 7%
Lichens 32 ?
Lizards and frogs 0
Mammals 6 0%
Mites 25 83%
Nematodes 11 ?
Plants 312 20%
Plant viruses 6 ?
Protists/algae 47 ?
Spiders 31 T7%

Total | 1553

Teams of scientists identified and logged all the
specimens broughtin by the public and other
scientists




Electric fishing — the fish are temporarily stunned
by an electric current, so they can be caught
without harm. They are then released again

Children looking at eels from the Liffey stream

Budding scientists checking out the
smaller species

Ruud Kleinpaste discussing a species find
with a young volunteer

A demonstration of how scientists can
check out fauna living high in trees -
and howto do it safely!




Colin Meurk explaining the botanical
features of the Liffey Domain during a
“Meurky Walk”




We now have a new sub-committee to help with the Reserve. Billy Charlton fromthe SDC is helping us. We
are planning to put in an information trail. It will have information signs around the Reserve and an activity
sheet. Al Check, from Lincoln University has written a section for the LET web site with lots of information
about the Reserve; take a look by clicking on the Mahoe reserve tab on the left. We still need lots of people
to help with the maintenance and planting, so please join the “Friends of Mahoe”. Denis Blomquist is doing
a great job, but needs more people to help! We are also looking for volunteers to act as secret  ary and
treasurer for the committee. Only a few meetings each year! Contact Sue on 329 5858 or
sue.jarvis(at)orcon.net.nz for information.

Melissa Brignall-Theyer is leaving
the Trust to go to the North Island.
Melissa was one of our founding
Trustees and has been our
Secretary for much of that time, as
well as being involved in many of
our initiatives such as the
Zerowaste Street Challenge and
the Responsible Business Award.
She will be sorely missed!

Saeed Almatroushi is leaving us
to go back home. While he has
been here he has spent many,

Lincoln Envirotown Trust has been able to
accomplish great things in moving our
community toward a more sustainable future
because of the interest, support and
participation from you, our community
members, and our volunteers. This month we
highlight another of the many faces working
behind the scenes to make LET a success.

many hours opening the caravan
every week, helping with our events
and presenting LET information at
various community activities such
as the Lincoln Fun Day, Lincoln
University Environment Day and
the BioBlitz.

Thank you for all your help.

Keep in contact!

Subodh Dhakal has recently joined LET and is
taking over from Saeed looking after the
caravan and Subodh has also joined the
Mahoe Reserve Committee. Subodh and his
wife Salina are from Nepal.

Your time and help are very much appreciated.

Do you w ant to know what to do with allthat ga  rden and household organic waste? Do
you want rich compost to add to your garden soil?

We are holding composting workshops on May 2™ starting at 10.30am and 2.30pm at the
Lincoln Community Gardens in the Maternity Hospital grounds in James Street. If you drive
please park on the roadside. Please give a donation of $5.00 to cover costs, if you can afford
to pay. Please contact Cello on 325 2156 to book and for information.




OKING WITH ATTIT

Due to overwhelming popular demand the next course of 10 classes will start on Thursday the 14" May, 6.00-7.30pm.

Please contact Cello 325 2156 to book Be quick as there are limited spaces available. =~ Leam how to make tasty,
healthy meals with your home grown vegetables and much more!

Topics include:
- Vegetarian cooking
Cooking for your family on a budget
Organic principles
Cooking for one ortwo people
Cooking with your health in mind

Where? Lincoln Primary School

Cost? The cost will be $75 for 10 classes, which includes a meal, payable in advance.
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The competition this year will be on sustainability ideas that were used in the past, are no longer commonly
used now, but may be again in the future - such as milk used to be sold in reusable glass bottles. Interview
your grandparents, parents, older neighbours etc and get their ideas about what life was like when they
were young and things they used to do. Then write the ideas into a story including how some of these ideas
might come back into use and why and perhaps add some good ideas of your own that might be used in
the future. It will be a good to do a bit of research about why we might need to change how we do things
such as producing less waste, using less energy.

Please illustrate your story and please use A4 paper only .

The deadiine will tie in with the LET kidsfest holiday activity of “Past and Future” held on Tuesday July 14",
More details and entry form at the end of this newsletter.



The LET Envirokids Club generally meets the third Wednesday of each month and runs holiday programmes.
Recently we have been meeting in the Lincoln Community gardens.
For more information ring Rachel on 325 2711or Angelika on 325 3384. Let us know if you would like to be involved.
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We are looking for some one to help with the Lincol n Envirotown Trust Responsible
Business Cetrtificate

This is a contract position to undertake the distribution of the environmental survey to a minimum of 40 Lincoln
businesses, site visits and assessments.

The Contractor will be paid, on satisfactory completion, at a rate of a minimum of $15 per hour, up to an agreed
maximum. This paymentwill be based on the delivery of services and will be in two stages with agreed dates:
1) Uponcompletion of the distribution of the survey
2) Uponcompletion of the site visits and assessments
Petrol costs up to an agreed maximum will also be paid.
This may be extended to another community near Lincoln.

An understanding of environmental issues and assessment would be an advantage.

For further information contact Sue Jarvis 329 5858, Sue.Jarvis@orcon.net.nz
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! # #) much interest in the LET stall

The Lincoln Community Garden is in James Street on the
Maternity Hospital — if you haven't joined in yet, come along!

We would love you to get involved!

Open garden days
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays 11.00 am-6.30pm
Educational tours available for groups and individuals outside these hours by arrangement.

If you come by car, please DO NOT drive into the hospital grounds, park on the road and walk
quietly around to the left. The garden is the section to the left of the hospital.

Ring CELLO ROBERTSON the Lincoln Envirotown Community Garden Coordinator on 325 2156
for further information.

Did you see our garden on TV? If not, go to thak |i
http://tvnz.co.nz/national-news/chch-locals-getegrdingered-2429778o0 watch.

Thank you to all the people who have donated time, goods, services or money to the Community
Garden. We have produced a brochure about the garden which will be available in outlets around
Lincoln and the main sponsors will be listed.

We have a number of sub -committees and interest groups  — let us know if you would like
to join groups interested in energy generation, wat er conservation, reducing light
pollution (starlight project) and many other groups —you could start one! Our energy

generation group is collecting information about th e feasibility of wind and solar
generation which will eventually be available on ou r web site
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Sue Jarvis has spoken to Community groups in these communities to encourage them to take their own
actions.

The Prebbleton group have had two meetings and came up with a huge number of great ideas. If you are
interested in joining this group contact: Nicola Willett at 3497990.

The Springston group is also underway. Contact Morag McGlinchy 339 6231 for information.

The Leeston Community Committee has decided to call a larger community meeting. For information about
this, contact Lloyd Clausen 363 9642

A number of people in the Rolleston area are planning to setting up a group. If you are interested in joining
the brain storming group contact Sue on 329 5858. The first meeting is on May 5".

The Lincoln Envirotown Trust will be providing support to these communities as they get underway with
their sustainability plans.

This speaker programme is part of our aimto be a role model for other communities and provide help and
support for themto progress towards sustainability. If you would like a speaker for your group or community
contact Sue.
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Ever wondered which native New Zealand plants might add that special something to your landscaping? A
new Lincoln planting guide written for LET with help from Landcare Research and Lincoln University that
will help with basic background information and planting suggestions.

This guide will help you decide what natives are suitable for your
garden. It gives ideas for shrubberies, hedges, pergolas,
herbaceous borders, native lawns, rock gardens and rain
gardens. Ecosourced natives are much more likely to survive in
our local conditions, without so much care and watering. Be part
of the Greenway Canterbury movement aiming to spread
corridors of natives from the mountains to the sea so that our
threatened native plants and animals have somewhere to live and
can move from one habitat to the next. This guide is available
from the Lincoln Library and Lincoln CRT Real Estate for $2.00. It
is also available as a downloadable file from our web site:
www.lincolnenvirotown.org.nz




New Publication - available from the LET caravan or from Mike Bowie 3218388

LET meetings are held the second Tuesday of

each month at 7:30pm in the Lincoln
Community Centre on Gerald Street. All

interested parties are invited to attend. For
more information and to become involved with
Lincoln Envirotown Trust, please contact Sue
Jarvis, 329-5858 or sue jarvis(at)orconnet.nz.
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Fed up with all that junk mail  but still want to receive the local papers?
Collect one of our mail box stickers from the Lincoln Library for a gold coin, or contact us

/

The LET Cent-a-meter is a tool that assists homeowners with information about their
own energy use. The Cent-a-meter is available from LET for five or more dollars
donation and a $100 refundable deposit. If interested, contact Sue Jarvis at 329-

5858.
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Lincoln Envirotown 2009 Story Competition
Write an illustrated story
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The competition this year will be on sustainability ideas that were used in the past, are no longer commonly
used now, but may be again in the future - such as milk used to be sold in reusable glass bottles. Interview
your grandparents, parents, older neighbours etc and get their ideas about what life was like when they
were young and things they used to do. Then write the ideas into a story including how some of these ideas
might come back into use and why and perhaps add some good ideas of your own that might be used in
the future. It will be a good idea to do a bit of research about why we might need to change how we do
things such as producing less waste, using less energy.

Please illustrate you story and please use A4 paper only . Remember to give the names of the people you
interviewed and the sources of any information you gained from books, internet etc.

The deadline will be Friday 24 July to tie in with the LET kidsfest holiday activity of “Past and Future” held
on Tuesday July 14" in the Lincoln Community Centre.

If you are in the youngest age groupyou could draw a picture of your ideas of good &ifsam the past that
could be used in the future that you have foundimun older people. Ask an older person to help yoite a few
words to go with your picture.

We hope to make the best stories into a book to lavailable locally, as we did with the previous
Lincoln stories. The National Library has asked fora copy of our other books — so your stories might
be there too!

There will be prizes for each age group:
6 and under, 7-10, 11-14, 15-18

Please attach an entry form to your entry(see below)

Deadline!Your story needs to be with us by téth July 2008.
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Entry form for the 2009 Story writing competition (please attach these details to your story)

Name: (please print)
Phone number:

Age:

Title of your story:

Did you have help with the writing or the drawing n your entry? Yes/No
If yes:

My helper was:

They helped with:

| used information from:
(please give names of the people you interviewethitseof books you have used, internet sites yoedistc.)

Deadline! Your story needs to be with us by ®4" July 2009. It can be dropped in to the Lincoln Library, browitp the
Lincoln Community Centre during the Kidsfest HoldRrogramme “Imagine the House of the Futuien by the Lincoin
Envirotown Trust on the $4July (10.45am — 12.00) or it can be mailed to: $amis, 694 Gould’s Road, RD4 Christchurch 7674.
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