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"I'd put my money on the sun and solar energy. What  a source of power! I hope 
we don't have to wait ‘til oil and coal run out bef ore we tackle that."  Thomas 
Edison, 1931. 
I wonder why we don’t listen to these forward thinkers at the time. Let’s make 
sure we don’t leave it any longer to make use of those renewable energy 
sources! 
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BioBlitz  coming to a town near you!    
When?  Friday 3rd April 3.15pm  to 3.15pm Saturday 4th April 
2009 (Note change of date) 
 
Where?    LINCOLN!  
 
BioBlitz is a rare opportunity for students and families to meet 
scientists and experience the vast array of species 
(biodiversity) living around us. BioBlitz is a scientific race 
against time. It is educational and it is lots of fun. The goal is 
to count as many species we can in a 24-hour survey of the 
Lincoln Liffey Domain and river side of Ryelands. There will be 
lots to do and see at base camp, plus field trips with scientists 
throughout the day and night. (Organised by Landcare 
Research, Lincoln University & the Lincoln Envirotown Trust) 
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Lincoln is about to become part of a growing network of communities in New Zealand with its own 
community garden. The Lincoln Community Garden is an undertaking of the Lincoln Envirotown Trust. The 
Lincoln Community Sustainability Action Plan, developed by our community in 2007, included the 
establishment of a community garden in Lincoln, and work has been going on behind the scenes for some 
time. Recently the Trust employed a Community Garden Coordinator, Cello Robertson, and has secured a 
site for the gardens in the Lincoln Maternity Hospital grounds. We are very grateful to the CDHB for allowing 
us to use this site for the benefit of the community and to the Selwyn District Council for their support 
 
We plan to: 
Grow and share food cooperatively as a community; p rovide recreation, therapy and educational 
opportunities for local people as well as open spac e to reconnect with the environment; encourage 
people to become enthusiastic about growing their o wn food, whether in the community garden or 
their own garden. 
 
You don’t need to know any thing about gardening to  be involved! We are here to help. 

The site of the new 
Lincoln Community 
Garden 
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We are involved in so many projects at the moment that we thought we had better explain that two of them 
involve growing plants! 
 
1. Lincoln Community garden 
We have started a community garden in Lincoln situated at the maternity hospital, see above. For further 
information contact Cello Robertson on 325 2156 
 
The opening of the Lincoln Community Garden will be on the 24th August with fun, activities and 
information. Details on the last page of this newsletter. 
 
2. LET Organic farm 
This is at the Biological Husbandry Unit area at Lincoln University and will give a wonderful opportunity for 
people interested in taking on a larger plot of land, which is registered organic, to grow organic vegetables 
or flowers with help from the experts if they need it. Because of the organic certification, participants will 
need to sign an application form agreeing to the guidelines. At the moment, it looks as if the available 
places are fully booked, but if you would like to be placed on the waiting list or for more information please 
contact Joy Hurley at b.l.stevenson@slingshot.co.nz 
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The LET Envirokids Club meets the third Wednesday 
of each month.  In June, LET Envirokids met and 
learned how to key out native plants and made native 
plant leaf print T-shirts.  This month the LET 
Envirokids Club will be learning about traditional uses 
of plants and will try out flax weaving. Next meeting: 
20th August, 3.15 in the Theatrette, Lincoln Community 
Centre. 
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Was held on   Friday 18th July and was a great success with at least 34 enthusiastic children attending 
plus their enthusiastic caregivers 
 
The theme was  “Imagine the House of the Future “ and the children, after listening to a story, let their 
imagination run wild and created the most wonderful collection of houses from cardboard boxes.  

It was amazing to see the features on various houses, ranging from pink bats made from egg cartons 
painted pink to solar panels, wind generators, solar powered street lights and sun rooms with passive 
solar. Some were very futuristic with a "mobile" house that could move about. 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Story writing competition “Houses of the Future”: r esults will be announced soon, and the best 
stories will be made into a book. The previous two books are lodged with the National Library.  
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Please support our local businesses that are doing their best to be environmentally 

sustainable! 
  

Lincoln businesses undertaking environmentally sustainable practices, demonstrating their level of 
achievement and their commitment to the sustainable future of the Lincoln community, were presented 
with Responsible Business Awards on the 24th July.  To gain a certificate, businesses have completed a 
survey about their practices in the area of environmental sustainability and then received a visit by 
sustainability consultant Chris Hawkins.  Businesses were then given information on how they can 
improve their environmental sustainability and can upgrade to a higher-level certificate as soon as their 
sustainable practices have improved further.  Thank you to the Canterbury Community Trust and the 
Selwyn District Council for supporting this initiative.  
 
  

We encourage more businesses to take part . This is a FREE service to Lincoln Businesses. We are 
hoping to extend this service to businesses in other Selwyn communities, so if you are interested contact 
Sue Jarvis 329 5858 or by email. 
 

Congratulations to these businesses for gaining the ir award!  
  
 
 
 
 

Absolutely Fabulous Beauty Clinic 
Ag Research 
Allure of Lincoln  
ASB Bank 
Bonfleur of Lincoln 
Challenge Lincoln 
Coffee Culture  
CRT Real Estate 
Famous Grouse Hotel 
Felix the Café 
Gilbert & Associates (Accountant) 
HRG Travel 
KB's Bakery 
Landcare Research (Head office) 
Lincoln and Districts Community Care Association 
Lincoln Childcare and Preschool 
Lincoln Convenience store  

Lincoln Dental Group 
Lincoln Digital Print 
Lincoln Eye Limited 
Lincoln Hair Design  
Lincoln Hospitality 
Lincoln Library 
Lincoln Pharmacy 
Lincoln Physiotherapy 
Lincoln University Students Assoc (LUSA) 
Lincoln University Early Childhood Centre 
Lincoln University Recreation Centre 
Lincoln Village Supermarket 
McCormick Motors Lincoln 
Ray White Real Estate 
The Gift Box  
Video Vault  
Westpac New Zealand 
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LET is testing out a carpool message board online on the LET Web site.  If you are interested in 
carpooling to and/or from Lincoln, please try using the new carpooling message board.  The 
password at the moment is Lincoln. 
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Ever wondered which native New Zealand plants might add that special something to your 
landscaping?  A new Lincoln planting guide written for LET with help from Landcare Research and 
Lincoln University is coming soon that will help with basic background information and planting 
suggestions.  Watch the LET Web site for more information, http://www.lincolnenvirotown.org.nz. 

 
���'����
ecoNet is put out (Fridays) by Christchurch Branch of NZAEE (NZ Association for Environmental 
Education), a non-profit, national organisation of people working to promote and support 
environmental education, lifelong learning and sustainable behaviour throughout New 
Zealand/Aotearoa.  You can sign up to receive the weekly environmental education event listings 
as an E-mail here, ������������	
��
	��	��
���	� . 
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The LET Cent-a-meter is a tool that assists homeowners with information about their own energy 
use. The Cent-a-meter is available from LET for a donation of five dollars or more and a $100 
refundable deposit. We now also have a Power meter for individual appliances If interested, 
contact Sue Jarvis at 329-5858.  
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LET meetings are held the second Tuesday of 
each month at 7:30pm in the Lincoln 
Community Centre on Gerald Street.  All 
interested parties are invited to attend.  For 
more information and to become involved with 
Lincoln Envirotown Trust, please contact Sue 
Jarvis, 329-5858 or sue.jarvis(at)orcon.net.nz.  
 

For those who did not get to go on the last 
Energy Homes Bus Tour, but are still 
interested, there will be another tour on the 
14th September around the Lincoln, West 
Melton and Greenpark area and after that 
there may be another tour to look at great 
sustainable homes more in the Christchurch 
direction.  Contact Sue Jarvis at 329-5858, or 
sue.jarvis(at)orcon.net.nz for more 
information and to book.   
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We will be holding this again this year. Provisional dates are 18th – 26th October. Contact us or leave 
your contact details with the Lincoln SDC Service centre, if you are interested in registering your 
street. If you live in a Selwyn community other than Lincoln and would like your very own challenge, 
contact us for help organising this. 
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Lincoln Envirotown Trust has been able to accomplish great things in moving our community 
toward a more sustainable future because of the interest, support and participation from you, our 
community members, and our volunteers.  This month we highlight two of the many faces 
working behind the scenes to make LET a success – who for some reason are leaving us! 
 

 
 
 

 

Raewyn Gillgren has been a member of LET from the “early 
days” and has contributed so much. She has run our Sustainable 
Living courses, been involved with the Jack Johnson Concert 
display, reliably delivered the Honda Hybrid for our events and 
taken people for rides, collected native plants, wrapped them to 
be suitable for presents and much, much more. She is leaving 
Lincoln for probably two years to teach overseas. Good Luck 
Raewyn, thank you for everything, we will miss you - keep in 
touch!  

We are also losing Meryl Klein and her family, who came 
to us from Florida last year with Mark working at 
Landcare Research on a sabbatical. They quickly became 
valued members of our community, with the whole family 
getting involved. Meryl looked after our caravan, getting 
everything ready for the Prime Minister’s visit; we 
couldn’t have managed without her! Meryl has also been 
involved with producing our newsletter (please don’t be 
too critical of this issue!) as well as getting involved in the 
Envirokids club and many other things. Thank you for all 
your hard work. You are certainly going to leave a gap, 
how will we manage without you! Please come back soon. 
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We are preparing a Lincoln Envirotown Calendar, which will not only be something really original 
for a Christmas present, but will also raise funds for LET’s good work! If you are a local business 
we are looking for advertising to help fund the calendar. Please contact Ralph Scott on 3259583 
for details. 
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%�������  to check out our website http://www.lincolnenvirotown.org.nz for 
information, resources, back copies of our newsletter and much more 
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Proudly sponsored by CRT Real Estate Lincoln.  

 
Entry forms available from retailers throughout 
Lincoln.  So get your old clothes and use your 
creativity to make a scarecrow. Bring your scarecro w 
to the Lincoln Community Hall between 12.00 mid 
day and 1.45pm. All entries must have an entry form  
attached. 
 

Cool Jazz from the LINCOLN HIGH SCHOOL 
JAZZ BAND. 

 
Meet TV celebrity and guest speaker Prof Steve 
Wratten. Spot prizes for groovy gumboots and 
unexpected attire. The local bugs will be on displa y 
along with clowns, hilarity, refreshments and all t he 
information about what is going on at the  gardens. 
Don’t miss this!  
�

INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE P OTATO 2008 
Meet the potato experts from  MORTON SMITH-DAWE 

 
They will bring you information and varieties to ti tillate your taste buds and of course get you 
ready for planting your own. Other stands will be o n site to bring you HOT POTATO NEWS!  

 
THE GARDENS WILL BE OFFICAILLY OPENED BY THE MAYOR 

KELVIN COE.  
There will be a guided tour to the gardens where th e Mayor will lay the first stone that will 
become a sculpture on the day! 
 
Further information from Cello 325 2156 

 

 


